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Dear Members, 

I’M SURE I’M NOT ALONE IN FEELING LIKE TAX 
SEASON IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER AGAIN. 
I spend my post tax season and summer doing as 

little as possible in the office and as much as possible 
outside with my family.  What else is summer for?  As 
August comes to a close, my pace at the office quickly 
picks up to finish off the last of my extended business 
returns, while thoughts of the remaining individuals to be completed next 
settle in.  I begin to think about the upcoming holidays, family gatherings, 
remaining education, year-end tax planning meetings, and tax season supply 
orders.  It’s easy to get ahead of ourselves and begin to feel overwhelmed.  
Don’t let that happen!  Do spend a few hours reflecting on the last tax 
season and consider what helpful changes you can make for the upcoming 
year.  Don’t spend a few hours speculating on what problems we might face 
next.  While I love the motto, “if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it,” just remember 
that no good inventor ever said that and there is always room for 
improvement! 

Since the National Conference ended up being canceled, I hope you were 
able to attend and benefit from TaxCon.  While the aspect of camaraderie 
cannot be matched online, there are plenty of benefits to be found through 
online education.  While certainly not ideal, I was able to attend some of my 
favorite sessions by cell phone, in the car, and on vacation with my family.  
I’ll chalk that up in the pro column for online education!  

We look forward to seeing you at the Forums in Atlantic City on September 
28th and 29th.  It’s not to late to sign up, and, if you do, make sure to put 
our Chapter’s welcome back party the night of the 28th on your calendar!  
Come socialize with local colleagues and maybe win a door prize or two.   
If you’re not able to join us then, your next opportunity will be on October 7th 
at our chapter’s Annual Conference and Meeting at Harrah’s in Atlantic City. 

If the last year and a half of canceled and rescheduled events across the 
country hasn’t tipped you off, please know that planning these educational 
event’s is a real challenge with much of it beyond our control.   Your chapter 
leaders spend a lot of time discussing and planning our educational 
offerings, always with you in mind!  We are working closely with National to 
offer you on-demand recordings of past and current education, so stay tuned 
for further announcements on that topic.  

If you have the pleasure of meeting one of our wonderful chapter leaders,  
remember to thank them for donating their time to help others and their 
profession.  If you don’t agree or don’t feel that’s appropriate, then consider 
the alternative, which is to give me a call and I’d love to hear your thoughts 
and opinions.  I’d also love to explain how you can help or join the board! 

Good luck with your remaining extensions and I look forward to seeing you 
at our next event. 

                                                           Joshua C. Melum, EA 

 

Josh has been a member of NATP since 2012 and is the owner of JCM Tax 
Service, located in Cream Ridge, NJ. He received his EA designation in 
2014 and joined the NJ Board of Directors in 2015. When not working, Josh 
will be found spending time with his wife and three children, Charlotte, 
Mason, and Freya. He can be reached at josh@jcmtaxservice.com.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2021  

NJNATP ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
IN- PERSON!!! 

HARRAH’S  IN ATLANTIC CITY  
   SPEAKER:  Kathryn Keane, EA 

          TOPICS:  Recapture of Education Tax Breaks 
                             Injured & Innocent Spouse 
                             Form 1041: A Primer 
                             Special Tax Conditions: Flippers,  
                             Airbnb, etc 

  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021   

2 hour WEBINAR 
and LEADERSHIP MEETING  

Time and Topic TBD 
 SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 2022   

FAMOUS NJ STATE TAX SEMINAR 
Live Webinar -  

Chapter is trying to also offer On Demand 
Topics TBA - will be published in the flyer  

and next newsletter
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I 
HOPE YOU ARE ALL WELL AND SURVIVED A 
VERY DIFFICULT TAX SEASON.     

I hope you are all well and enjoyed your summer.  
Unfortunately, tax season just seems to linger on, doesn’t it?  
This fall we faced the September 15th deadline for our 
partnerships and S-corporations and now we are on to our 
individual extensions and corporate returns for all those procrastinators!  There are 
a few updates for NJ that were either clarified during the past few months or are 
part of our new budget passed July 1, 2021. 

 

CORONAVIRUS RELATED PENSIONS DISTRIBUTIONS – NJ 
updated their guidance on these distributions and announced it will follow 
federal guidelines and timeframes for qualified rollovers for tax year 2020.  
The Division is flexible in reporting CRD distributions.  They can be 
reported over the three- year rule or in full in the year of distribution. 
 

TELECOMMUTING AND NEXUS RULES – NJ will temporarily 
waive sales tax and employer withholding tax requirements due to the 
pandemic.  Nexus will be waived if seller/employer did not maintain any 
physical presence in NJ and the employee works from home due to the 
pandemic.  This waiver will no longer apply after October 1, 2021 and the 
pre-pandemic guidelines will be reinstated. 
 

RETIREMENT INCOME EXCLUSION FOR 2021 – The new 
budget passed July 1, 2021 introduced a partial pension exclusion for 
2021 for resident taxpayers whose income is greater than the prior limits 
of up to $100,000 for a married filing joint return.  New gross income limits 
will be used to exclude part of pension income received for those 
taxpayers 62 years of age and older up to $150,000.   Our January 
Famous NJ Tax Seminar will include this additional information.  Stay 
tuned for additional information. 
 

$500 TAX REBATE CHECKS – NJ will follow federal guidelines 
and timeframes for qualified rollovers.  The Division is flexible in reporting 
CRD distributions.  They can be reported over the three- year rule or in full 
in the year of distribution. 
 

VICTIMS OF HURRICANE IDA TAX RELIEF – NJ will 
temporarily waive sales tax and employer withholding tax requirements 
due to the pandemic.  Nexus will be waived if seller/employer did not 
maintain any physical presence in NJ and the employee works from home 
due to the pandemic. 

 

There is more information on the NJ Taxation website that you might find 
helpful if any of the above situations impacted your clients. 

 
 

*** *** 
Marilyn graduated from Rider University in June 1978 with a degree of Bachelor of 
Science in Accounting and earned her CPA license in 1990.  Marilyn’s practice, 
established in 1988, provides tax and accounting services to approximately 900 
individual clients and businesses, where service is the number one priority.  
Marilyn has been a member of NATP since 2000 and served on the New Jersey  
Board of Directors from 2004 through 2016, including secretary, vice president  
and past president of the New Jersey Chapter.  Marilyn is also a member of  
the AICPA and the NewJersey Society of CPAs.

HERE WE ARE, PAST LABOR DAY AND 
HEADING RIGHT INTO OCTOBER!  This is time of 
year that we like to call “local summer”- the September 

and October weather are so beautiful here at the Jersey Shore 
(barring hurricanes); it’s not crowded, the ocean is warm, 
although this year, the riptides are extremely serious.   

Now, we work towards the October extensions, and hope that 
all their tax information will be complete.  Always a challenge, but we just love that, 
don’t we??  And, now is the time to move ahead with our Continuing Education 
credits, because, before we know it, it will be January!  If you attended TaxCon in 
August, I’m sure you found it to be an excellent virtual event.  So many interesting 
and pertinent topics, well presented by our instructors.  It obviously is not the 
same as an in person National Conference, without the networking and greeting 
old friends, but, educationally, it excelled.  The Tax Forum at Harrah’s in Atlantic 
City is September 28-29th, with a Welcome Back party on the 28th.  The 1040 
Updates are scheduled at 6 locations in New Jersey, throughout November, with 
the very latest legislation affecting the upcoming season. Check the NATP website 
for dates and locations. 

The flyer for the NJNATP Annual Conference, on October 7th, is a part of this 
newsletter.  Please make sure to register as soon as possible, if you haven’t 
already.  As an in person event, we do have to abide by social distancing. 

Don’t forget to read the article in this newsletter regarding Letter # 6419.  It will be 
a very important piece that you will need to see, for any taxpayer who received the 
Advanced Child Tax Credit during 2021.  And, of course there will be the 
reconciliation of the 3rd stimulus payment that was received in 2021.  When I send 
out my taxpayer letter in late December I will emphasize the necessity of receiving 
this information.  We all know how many clients received correction letters this 
year, due to changes in economic stimulus payments,  Wasn’t that fun? 

We are always looking for new topics to present at either our webinars or 
(hopefully) more in person events, and our Education Chair, Alyce Taylor, really 
would welcome new suggestions. The webinars we offer are usually 2 hours, so 
an interesting tax or practice management topic would be able to be covered in 
that time.  Alyce’s contact information is on the back page of the newsletter. 

As you could see by the education events on the first page, the January 8, 2022 
NJ State Seminar is going to be a live virtual event, as it was in 2021.  It did work 
very well in 2021, and because of the large volume of attendees, it is difficult to 
get a location with a large enough room, at least until COVID restraints are lifted.  
Flyer to be put out soon. 

Try to enjoy what summer and early fall have to offer.  Remember how important 
family time is – I have cherished the time spent with my kids and grandkids this 
summer. Our tax practices and our clients are very important, but family is number 
one. Going through the COVID pandemic in 2020 and 2021, as well as marking 
the 20th Anniversary of 9/11 really puts life into perspective.  Stay safe and 
healthy, my friends. 

Until next time………. 
 *** 

Jean Millerchip, EA has been in the tax business for 45 years and is in private 
practice in Lavallette, New Jersey.  She earned her EA license in 1985.  Jean  
has been a member of  NATP for 31 years, and served on the NJ Board of  
Directors from 1991 until 2009, in various positions, including Treasurer, 
Secretary, Vice President and President.  In 2008, Jean was elected to the 
National Board of  Directors, and served a full 9 year term, during which she 
served as the National Vice president for 5 years and the National President for 2 
years.  Jean can be reached at jean.millerchip@gmail.com. 

NJ TAX TIP OF THE QUARTER
FALL, 2021From the Editor

BY  J E A N  M I L L E R C H I P ,  E A

BY MARILYN H. AYERS, CPA



O P I N I O N      THE PAST TWO YEARS 
BY JOE WISNIEWSKI,  CPA

A  
FTER THE PAST TWO TAX SEASONS, IF YOU  
 HAVEN’T  ASKED  YOURSELF WHY DO I CONTINUE 

TO PREPARE TAX RETURNS, THERE’S A GOOD CHANCE 
YOU EITHER READ THE TAX CODE COVER TO COVER 
WEEKLY OR CAN ADJUST TO A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT 
FASTER THAN A CHAMELEON CHANGES COLOR (AS FAST 
AS 20 SECONDS BY THE WAY).   

All kidding aside, tax season 2020 (2019 tax year) started off in 
somewhat typical fashion.  In fact, most of us were just 
beginning to feel comfortable with The Tax Cuts and Job Act of 
2017, which we lamented over when preparing 2018 return.  
Heck, we were seasoned veterans at that point.    

Then wham, Covid-19 takes over the world and within 48  
hours (March 14-16, 2020) we essentially close our offices  
to any in person appointments.  We’ll assist employees with 
telecommuting arrangements, whether by choice or necessity; 
disinfect our offices and spray every piece of mail with Lysol; 
realize the client portals we’ve put in place really are a good 
idea; and educate ourselves on stimulus payments and  PPP.   
Oh, and best of all, now our tax season is all year long.  July 
might as well be December since we need at least 6 months 
recovery time after efiling that last 1040. 

Now fast forward to tax season 2021 (2020 tax year).  We at 
least knew many clients had gotten a stimulus payment in March 
or April of 2020 and we had already responded to, and for most 
part resolved any client inquiries about them.  However, we 
obviously needed more confusion, as a second stimulus 

payment was made, for the most part, in early January 2021 but 
that needed to be reflected on the 2020 tax return.  You know it 
gets better as the third (and apparently largest stimulus 
payment) was issued to our clients almost before they had their 
2020 W2s.  The catch on this one is that it was for 2021.   

It wouldn’t be fair not to say how much fun it was to learn, 
almost 3 months into the tax season, that up to $10,200 of 
unemployment benefits per taxpayer could be excluded from 
income (if meeting certain income requirements).  Also, 3 
months in, we find out that any advance healthcare premium 
credit did not need to be paid back.  The only silver lining is we 
did not need to file the amended returns.  Although that may 
have been easier than trying to respond to clients who called 
wanting to know why they just received a direct deposit in the 
bank account from the IRS. 

Still want to be in the tax preparation business?  Well, yes, in my 
opinion, but not just because we survive on aggravation, 
changing rules, and communicating the complex to the everyday 
Joe.  Our profession first of all is still very well respected and 
vital to ensuring taxpayers understand tax regulations and why 
we need them.  Additionally, I believe we chose this profession 
because we truly want to help others.  Like a good mechanic or 
doctor, many people rely on our knowledge and skill to help 
them though a part of their life.  Our clients don’t need to know 
what we go through to be able to help them, but we do need to 
help them.  Bring on 2021 returns!
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JOSEPH WISNIEWSKI, CPA 
Partner at Premier Accounting Services, PC 

Joe has always been cited as one of the main reasons why students have gone on to pursue an accounting career.   

For the past 12 years, Joe has volunteered to talk to high school accounting classes. His passion and enthusiasm  

for the accounting profession along with his career insight are greatly appreciated by the students. 

—THE ABOVE WAS WRITTEN BY THE NJCPA SOCIETY 

The NJ Chapter wants to congratulate Joe on the well deserved NJCPA Ovation Award.  Since Joe was 
elected to the NJ Board of Directors, he immediately became very active, serving on committees, and 
actively participating in each Board meeting.  Joe has served as Treasurer for 2 years, and is currently 
serving as Secretary.
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Congratulations, Joe! 

The NJ Chapter and all its members are very proud of you!!
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O F F I C E R S  
  PRESIDENT            VICE PRESIDENT         SECRETARY               TREASURER 
Josh Melum                  Alyce Taylor                Joe Wisniewski          Ethan Hundley  
Freehold                         Barrington                    Pitman                          Chester 
(609) 752-0707              (856) 546-7201            (856) 256-0330            (973) 940-0175     D I R E C T O R S

NJ-NATP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021 TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

NJ PRACTITIONER HOTLINE 
609-633-6657 for Personal Income Tax 

609-633-6905 for Business Tax

NJ-NATP CHAPTER OFFICE 
             TEL  609-752-0707 

  FAX  609-752-0708

INTERNET ADDRESS 
NJ CHAPTER 

www.njnatp.com 
www.natptax.com 

Directory of National Members 
www.taxprofessionals.com

IRS PRACTITIONER HOTLINE 
For practitioners with POA on file to call 

about a specific client problem: 
866-860-4259 

Tax Law Questions: 800-829-1040

Website:  www.njnatp.com or call 609.752.0707
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Tax Book: Promo Code 490 www.thetaxbook.com

The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the New Jersey Chapter of NATP.

Marilyn Ayers 
Brick 
(732) 477-2281 
 
Diane Bishop 
Bayonne 
(888) 858-6218 X2 
 
Tom DeTitta 
Madison 
(973) 845-2470 
 
Binal Gupta 
Parsippany 
(973) 917-3103 

James Jimenez 
Pompton Lakes 
(973) 940-0175 
 
MaryRose Martino 
Cherry Hill 
(856) 428-3079 
 
Gwen Radloff 
Rutherford 
(201) 438-5162 
 
  
  
  

Julie Robinson 
Brick 
(732) 477-2281 
 
Colette Taylor 
Haddonfield 
(856) 546-7201 
 
Tom Watkins 
Totowa 
(973) 423-0043 
 

IF YOU ATTENDED TAXCON, you may have heard about the new 
numbered letter that will be sent to clients regarding the Advanced Child 
Tax Credit (CTC).  
If you remember the difficulty of getting the Letters 1444 and 1444-B from 
your clients, showing the amount of the Economic Stimulus payment that 
they received, just think!!  We need to do it again!!  In addition to reconciling 
the Economic Stimulus that was received in 2021, we also need to 
reconcile the Advanced CTC on the 2021 returns.  
The Letter number is 6419, and will be sent to all clients who received any 
of the Advanced CTC in 2021.  We need to see this letter, in order to know 
the correct amounts that were received.  
In my preseason tax client reminder letter, I plan to write (probably in larger 
print!) the necessity of seeing that letter, to make the correct reconciliation.  
One more thing to look forward to!

REMEMBER 
IRS  LETTER NUMBER 6419!!

Reminder about the  
SENIOR FREEZE, and RESUMING ELIGIBIILITY...

THE DIVISION OF TAXATION began mailing out checks for the Senior 
Tax Freeze to eligible taxpayers around July 15, 2021, but taxpayers still 
have until November 1, 2021 to file their claim. 

To be eligible, the taxpayer must be 65 or older by 12/31/2019; they must 
have lived in NJ since 12/31/2009. They must have owned a home since 
12/31/2016 and still owned and lived in that home on 12/31/2020.  Total 
income cannot exceed $ 92,969. 

On another note, if the taxpayer moved from one NJ property to another 
and received a reimbursement for the previous residence for the last full 
year of residency, they may qualify for an exception to re-applying to the 
Senior Freeze program. 

The requirements are similar:  
    n  Age is 65 or older as of 12/31/2019 
    n  Residency- lived in NJ continuously since 12/31/2009 
    n  Must have lived in current home since 12/31/2018 or earlier,   
         and stillowned an lived in that home on 12/31/2019 
    n  Income cannot exceed $ 92,969 
    n  Previous eligibility: if the taxpayer moved to a home for which  
         they are filing a 2020 application between: 
    n  1/2/2017 and 12/31/2017, they must have applied and been   
         eligible for a 2016 reimbursement and 
    n  1/1/2018 and 12/31/2018, they must have applied and been  
         eligible for a 2017 reimbursement.  

It goes without saying that in all cases, property taxes for 2019 must have 
been paid by 6/1/20 and the 2020 property taxes must have been paid by 
6/1/21. 

 
  DATE:       September 28, 2021 
  TIME:        6:15 pm 
  PLACE:     HARRAH’S in ATLANTIC CITY 
 COME TO MEET AND GREET!! 

There will be appetizers, a free drink,   
door prizes  and more! 


